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Hello, my name is Eiji Hatta and I am the Chancellor and Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of
the Doshisha.

On October 9, 1874, Joseph Hardy Neesima, the founder of the Doshisha, attended the 65" annual
meeting of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, held here at Grace Church. At
the meeting, he spoke about his mission to establish a Christian liberal arts college in Japan and foster
independent and autonomous people, and appealed to the audience for donations with tears in his eyes.
With him concluding by saying “I cannot return to Japan without the funds to establish a Christian
college there. I will remain standing here until have the funding,” the speech deeply moved the

audience and gathered offers of donation of more than five thousand dollars in total.
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In October last year, a ceremonial worship service was held here at Grace Church in
commemoration of the 150" anniversary of Neesima’s Appeal at Rutland. Reverend Terry Hanley’s

message gave us attendees from Doshisha the opportunity to learn about Neesima’s will and faith in
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God. I was also very impressed with the beautiful voices of the choir and the pipe organ, handbell and
bagpipe performances. Standing here now vividly brings me back the fond memories of the day. I
would also like to express my gratitude to the people at Grace Church for holding a grand reception for

us after the service, where we had the pleasure of meeting the members of the church.
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The Doshisha will celebrate its 150" anniversary of establishment this year. In commemoration, we
have invited ten students from our junior and senior high schools to join us here today in the hope of
giving them the same wonderful experience we had here last year. Students, please stand up.
(applause) Four senior students will give a speech on their dreams and aspirations. We would be

grateful if you could listen to their speeches and give them comments as the church members.
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Lastly, it is my sincere hope that the friendship between Grace Church and the Doshisha will

continue for many years to come. Thank you.



